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JSECftPvD 

A 

The Vice Trecldeat •* 

Onited States SexMit* 

Veeblnttott, C. 

l>eer Mr. Vice ?resld«nti 

This Is la respo nse to yoar eooro mleatlon of April 25, 1967 
trsnsaittiss s letter froof^ 

rersxdiBS the ss sessinatlen ^f^Preslient KSpnedy. 

The authors idui have criticised ths coocltwloos of the 
yerren C<«alssloo do oot elsla to hare soy si;nlf leant nev evidence, 
so far as ve are aware. Rather. Chair erltielsKS and deaapds for a 
new inquiry are based upoo different conclasiece they have drawn ftoo 
parts of the saoe body of evidence Chat was exeKinad by tiie CorralsHion, 
The Coactiaslon cade a titoroc^h Inquiry and datalled analyels of the 
facts coneeminit the easaasinatioo. The evidence aaply eupports Che 
baale cocelusicns of CoaaBisslon, In Cheac cireuasCances . ve eee 
no basis for a ue« inquiry. 

The Verren Coc»iaalon gathered a vast ezneunt of taaterlal, 
■Bch of It havio^ only re«>te couseetiett vith the assassination. The 
bulk of tha neCerlal diat vas befere the Coraalsslon aither was pub- 
lished in its 26-voltme Hea^nga^ or is available to researchers at 
the Satlonel Archives, The relatively saell portion which Is not 
now avallabls Co ths public esmsiets prinarily of national seeurlcy 
iaCalUgence or Investlfstlve reports — dealing largaly with activi- 
ties far r<»oved frost the assassination Itself • — which if disclosed 
sight coEipronlse confidential sources or techniques, or in soese cases 
jeopardize the lives of Indivldeala abroad. Public availability cf 
other inforataClon had bees delayed pending couplatiou of Che prosecu- 
doa of JAdt. E^y, but this iuforestlon will now bo released. All of 
tile Cosenisslon staterlal which has not yet been releasod will be re- 
wlswed periodically until all of it has bees nada available to the 
p«^Ilc^ 
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With re»T>«ct to Kcv 0rla4u<« matter, we aat only point 
out that Mr. Gerrleon has taot dls«u8«e<i his pro«eedla|!* with Federal 
authorities. It weald not be proper for us to ceetaest on ^te evidence 
la a ease pendlsf before a state court. 

As always, it la a pleasure to be of aasistanee. Tour 
enclesure la recwraed herewith. 

Slaeeraly, 


nss M. TOSOH. Jr. 
Aaslataot Attonwey Geearal 




OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 
WASH I NGTON 

April 25, 1967 

20510 


Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 


FRCM: 


William B. Welsh 
Administrative Assistant 


Enclosed is correspondence received 
by the Vice President. Could you provide a report 
on this matter? If -the-action- called-f or can 
ap§>ropr-iately-be-taken7-this-W€>uld-be— appreciated^ 

Please return the correspondence 

and your reply with one copy, addressed to the ■' ^ 

Vice President. ' 



Enclosure 
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Your letter to the President of April 29 » 1967, 
concerning the play "Mac Bird," has been referred to 
me for reply. You ask a nusd>er of questions of opinion 
concerning the production of this play, and note that . 
you are writing a research paper on public reaction to 
it. 



We can only point out that there is no basis in 
Federal law to seek injxmctlon of the publication or 
performance of a play which purports to be a political 
satire, regardless of how unfair and tasteless it may 
be. 

Sincerely yours. 


Frank H. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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WHITE HOUSE OFFK 


REFERRAL 


To; The Attorney General 


Dote: May 2, 1967 


ACTION REQUESTED 


V 



Draft reply for: 

President's signature. 

1 Undersigned's signature. 



: Memorandum for use as enclosure to 

reply. 

Direct reply. 

Furnish information copy. 

Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

Furnish copy of reply, if any. 

For your information. 

For comment. 


NOTE 

Prompt action is essential. 

If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately, 
Code 1450. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re- 
quested. 


REMARKS: 


Description: 


X Letter; Telegram; Other; 

’To- 

Date; 4/29/67 

Subject; xhg play "Mac Bird' 
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By direction of the President: 


li ifTTinF -Q? itU T 

Paul M. popple 
Assistant to the President 


(Copy to remain with correspondence) 


mg 


The Hon. LTndon B. Johnson 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C« 

Dear President Johnson: 

You und 9 ubtedly have heard of the play |^acEird,|| currently being _ 
^wforaed in Nw^York City,” ' The' play,' wH by Barbara Garscn, 
follows the plot of Shakespeare's "KacBeth" and is a loose parody 
in which the title character is meant to be President Johnson who 
is designated in the play as the arranger of the murder of Presi- 
dent Kennedy. 

Much of the public reaction to Mrs. Garscsn's writing has been quite 
severs. For instance, Edith Oliver, writing in the March 11, 1967, 
issue of the New Yorker, called "MacEird" such things as a '•vulgarity 
of cheaply written lines" and "libel thinnly disguised as a high- 
spirited undergraduate prank," Earlier this month, FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover, wid-ting in the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, referred 
to "MacEird" as "a 'satirical* piece of trash that maliciously 
defames the President," 

' My purpose i^writing to you is to respectfully solicit your opinion 
regarding the_Jjfi^ction“6f' '*HacE I" am "a ^a'duate 'student in"' 

journal ism* at toe Driiversity of Minnesota and an writing a research 
paper on public reaction to "MacEird," I am concerned with freedom 
of speech, but I also an concerned with the responsibility of those 
who speak or, as in the case of the author of "MacEird," those who 
write. 

America is perhaps the only country on this earth where such a play 
could have been produced at all. Do you agree with this? Do you 
think that some government agency should have made an effort to 
suppress the play? Do you think that freedom of speech should be 
extended to a play such as this which has been described as 
•Vulgarity"? 

I hope that you will not consider this letter too grave an imposition 
on your valuable time. I do hope, however, that I may hear frcci you 
scon. Thank you for your consideration. 
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Stephenson 


Dep.A.G. 

Copeland 
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Honorable George Murphy » 
Dnltad States Senate, 
Washington, D. C* 20510 

Dear Senator Murphy: 



ic 




This refers to your jnemoraiwium of April 27, 1967, re- 
questing the Departc^nt * s comments on a letter to you dated 
April 8, 1967, from 

|MMgM^^JBBI i |||letter urges that the National Ar- 
ch^r^^h^opened to release all the evidence concerning 
the assasslmtlon of President Kennedy and also criticises 
the conclusions reached by the Warren Connisslon* 


The Warten Cc»isai salon gathered a vast axonunt of ma- 
terial, much of it having only remote connection with the 
assassination. The bulk of the material that was before 
the Commission either was published in Its 26-volume Hear- 
ings or is available to researchers at the National Ar- 
chives. The relatively small portion which la not now 
available to the public consists primarily of national 
security intelligence or investigative reports — deal- 
ing largely with activities far removed from the assassina- 
tion itself — which if disclosed might conpromise con- 
fidential sources or techniques, or in soma cases jeopard- 
ize the lives of individuals abroad. Public availability 
of other information had been delayed pending completion 
of the prosecution of Jack Bhby, but this information will 
now be released. All of the COTsoission material which 
has not yet been released will be reviewed periodically 
until all of it has been made available to the public. 



7c 


7% 




As toM|mBI|HH|^criticisiB of the Warren Coonission 
report, it saoul^o^n^ed that the authors who have criti- 
cized the conclusions of the Warren Consmission do not 
claia to have any significant new evidence, so far as we 
are aware. Rather, their criticisms and demands for a 
new inquiry are based upon different conclusions they 
have drawn from parts of the saxae body of evidence that 
was examined by the Coosaisslon. The Comniasion made a 
thorough inquiry and detailed analysis of the facts con- 
cerning the assassination. The evidence amply supports 
the basic conclusions of the Coomlssion. 

Sincerely yours. 


Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
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OlCniicb Senate 

April 27, 1967 


Respectfully referred to 

r*- . 

4uL 


-'Department of Justice 

r-“ 


for such consideration as the communication 
herewith submitted ma7 warrant, and for a report 
thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of 


inclosure. 



By direction i 

of 

1 

i 

1 


1 

Geo 

rgej 

Murphy, U. S. S. ' 

1 

r — 
CNI 

APR 28 1367ife.F4 
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TTiis is an interesting sumnnary 
by a well-informed correspondent. 

His editorial conclusions are enlightening- 


at least in part. 
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HexiATsbl* Ja»e« C. Cernaa 
Rausa of Soj»re«<mtatlves 
Vashlngteo, 0. C« 


D««£ Co«sTe«aataii: 

Thia la la ra a poti aa to yonr co^ummlcatio * of April 25. 1567 
erattaaitelss a lattar froeJ|m||||||||||^^^BH^I rasardlng tha aaaaaal 
aatiott of ?xaaldaBt Kaaaady. 

Tbo tfarran ConalasioQ aatbered a raat aaovst of iwrtarial. 
mtch of It haria^ omlj raasota coaoectloa with tba aasasslaatltm.. Ttj« 
4«lk of th« oatarlal that vaa bofcra th« Co:»tlasloa aithar waa pub- 
llahad In Ita 2d-roloao or la available to reacarcbera et 

th« HaClonal AxeKlvaa. Tfc« rolatlvely a^aall portion viUieh 1» not 
OMT avallablo to tha ptibllc eooaiata prinartlj of national aacurlCT 
latelll$«Eae« or invaatitotlva reports — dealiot; largely vith aetlvl- 
tlM far ramoved frmt tbe asaasalnaties itself — which if discloaad 
sight eoaproaisa coafli4tatial aearcGS or tocholques. or in a«x3e eases 
Jaepardire tha live* of Isdirlduala abroad. TxS>lle avallshllity of 
other iofom*ti.oa had boon dalared pending cospletlos of the proseeit- 
ties of Jack F.uhy. hot this inforBaties will dov be released. iH of 
th« CeeBiasloB waterlal which haw eot yet been released! will be ra« 
viewed periodically until ell of it has baan wade avall^le to the 
public. 

With raspeet to the Xaw Orlearo eatter. we can only point 
out that Kr. Carrlson has sot diaewaaad hia proceedlaga with fodersl 
atttborltles. It woeW not be prooOr for w» to toawept on the evidence 
la a ease ponding before a state ecort. 

As alveys. it is s pleasure to be of aeslatanee. Tour ea~ 
eloaure le returned herewith. 



Records 

Chrono 



Halley (2) 

Vinson 

DAG 


Siacerely. 


FRKD X. VISSOS 
Aealataat Attorney 


Msss^i-fCLsa ; 

mMliimiCAIflOifS sac. i 

8 1997 W.D.M 


Congress of tfje <HniteIi States 
Souse of 3^epreSentatibes 
JBasijtngton, S.C. 


V 


April 25 , 

Congressional Liaison Office 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 

The attached communication 
is sent for your consideration. 
Please investigate the statements 
contained therein and forvard me 
the necessary information for re- 
ply, returning the enclosed corre- 
spondence with your answer. 

Yours truly',/-'/ // 

JATvEES C. GORMAN, M. 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

ROUTI' SUP 


to: 

AilVISION 

BUILDING 
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□ signature □comment | | per conversation 

I I APPROVAL □ NECESSARY ACTION □ AS REQUESTED 

I I SEE ME □ NOTE AMD RETURN □NOTE AND FILE 

□ recommendation □ call me I Iyoum »r OB nation 


I ANSWCR OR ACKNOWU* 

' EDGE ON OR BEFORE _ 


□ PREPARE REPLY FOR 
THE SIGNATURE OF 



REMARKS 


(f 


X- 


^ J r r, - 


rt. Cc, 




>>-0^ 













r 

f 



KENNEDY AND THE GOVERNOR OF TEXAS PLEASE REPLY TO ME 
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Honorabla Abraha» iiibicofr 
linxbed btate« :>en<it« 
b*shington, D. C. 

Jear uenator: 

This responds to /oar coanunicjatioa of April 19, 196? 
requesting this OepArtaent’a cosssenta on certain articles in 
the ■''iational STvnuirer** concerning the aasaaslaatton or the 
lata President tencedy. 

With raspact to the investigation currently beinij con- 
ducted in New Orleans, v© can only point out that Hr. Garrlaon 
has not discussed his proceedit^^s with Federal euthorlties. It 
would not be proper for ua to cro»«a«nt on the evidence in s case 
pending before a state court. 

It is a pleasure to serve you In this taatter, 'we 
enclose the newspaper clippings you forwarded. 




otnecroly, 



Enclosure^' 

Record 

Chron 

Thurman 

Crim. Div. Corres. Unit 
7inson 


KiSD M. VTUSCa, Jr. 
Asadjstant Attorney Oeneiral 
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Washin^Jon, D. C, ..APfALi!. 


Respectfully referred to 


Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


I would appreciate your 
comments on the articles in 
the attached paper . 






^ / t- 


4 




1 

/-■> V. 




Idepmt/*£«i Of ;»«'iCE , k 


1967 


3 

I I I j 

I r femkpmirpitr^n, 

' / I . i 


U. S. COVERNMCNT PRINTING OFFICE 1Q>-45102>3 


!'■ ■'/ 

ij 





gm -Amu ^ ■' V ' 







T''ned;u/29/68 

7!-r7::-IS3:cks 
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May 1.1S63 



Attorney General has asked bw to respond to 
yxjur mcent inquiry concexnlng the aasaasination of the lata 
President John 7. Kennedy. 



The Warren Caraaission gathered and considered a vast 
amount of material, much of it having only remote connection • 
with the assassination. The authors who have criticized the 
conclusions of the Coinnlssion do not claim to have any signifi- 
cant new evidence, so far as we are aware. Rather, their 
criticisms arrf demands for a new inquiry are based upon differ- 
ent conclusions they have drawn from parts of the same body 
of evidence that was examined by the Commlsalon, Ihe Commission 
made a thorough inquiry and detailed analysis of the facta, 
and the evidence, as presented in the one-volume Report, anqply 
supports its conclusions. In those circumstances, we see no 
basis for a new Inquiry. 

Tour confidence in bringing your views to the atten- 
tion of the Attorney General is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 


FRED M. 7INS0M, Jr, 
Assistant Attorney General 
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Federal Bureau of la'^festigatioa 

Fred M. Vins(»i» ]r. 

Assistaot Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

Laboratory Matter 


The attached carton containing a cartridge magi^tic 
tape has been received by the Attorney General's office through 
the United States mails. Please process and advise us of the . 
contents. 


Attachment 


cc: Records 
iXjhrono 
Mr, Kossack 
Mr. Vinson 
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□ approval □ necessary action I 1 AS REQUESTED 

□ SEE ME □ note AND RETURN | |N0TE AND FILE 

□ recommendation □ call me □you* mrOSMATIOM 

□ ANSWER or acknowl- 
edge ON OR BEFORE 

□ PREPARE REPLY FOR 

THE SIGNATURE OF 

REMARKS 
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Bocorable Catherine 7iny 
Bouse of Representatives 
UseblQ$;ton, D. C. 

Dear >frs. Kay: 

This is in rosponse to your cowaun icatl 
ensadttln^c a letter froa your constituent, 
concemintg the assassination of President 

The authors vho have criticired the conclusions of tho 
Warren Cotsssilsisloc do not clai^ to have any sln'-lflcant new evidence, 

60 far as we axe aware. Rather, their criticises and dertands for a 
Slew inquiry are based upon different conclusions they have drawn froa 
parts of the sane body of evidence that was exanined by the Cotanlsslon. 
The Ccoisiission nade a thorough Ineulry acd detailed analysis of the 
facts concontlae the asaasslnatiou. The evidence anply supports the 
basic conclusions of the Cofruisalon. In these elrcusjstar.ces , we see 
no basis for a new inquiry. 

Of course, the U’arren Cbrssisslcr, ’s prcceedinrs wore not the 
equivalent of a criminal trial of Oswald. In view of his death, it 
was larosslble to establish the facts by a trial or equivslent adver- 
sary proceed ina. The function of the Corciisslon, in any event, waa 
not United to Issues that would have been aporcprlnte in a crinlnal 
trial of Oswald. Tliese cons idem t lor* arc c»ore fully developed in 
the evalnatica by the CoBRisslon of its function set forth at popes 
xiv to XV of its report, which you way find helpful in asaeaaicjc its 
procedvires and results. 

With respect to the New Orleans laatter, we can only point 
out that Mr. Garrison has not discussed his proce*vlin<j» with Federal 
authorities. It would not be proper for us to co*a»ent on the. evidence 
in a case pending before a state court. 
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k* Alvars, it is a tilaaaurff to be of assistr. 
Aticlaaure is rsturnsd Iwrsvltii. 

Sine Are I7, 


FRHO Vr-’SO'J, Jr, 
Assistant Attorody r^naral 
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The honorable Catherine iiiy 
Tuepresentative from the 4th 
hash, htate Congressional District 
to the 9Cth U.ii. Congress 
.-ashington D.C. 

Dear Representative -'ay, 

•T.fter reading the text of the ./arren Corunission :leport, "Inquest" by 
Cdward Jay dpstein, and "Rush to Judgement" by I'Tark lane, I have come 
to the firm conclusion that an investigation into the facts surrounding 
the death of President Keruiedy be reinstituted. The warren Commission 
investigation was conducted in a manner that made a mockery of the Amer- 
ican concent of justice. Had sc'aeone been allowed to defend the interests 
of the accused slayer, the commission would have never coma to the con- 
clusion that_President Kennedy was in fact killed by Lee Harvey Oswald. 

with the forthcoming Garrison trials, it becomes even more critical 
for an investigation to be reopened. The outcome of the Garrison case 
will have a profound affect on the nrestige of several federal institutions, 
among these are the FBI, CIA, Secret Service, and the office of President 
itself. If the district attoi'neys office in I'ew Orleans is able to do 
what the above mentioned institutions could not or viould not do, the 
respect of the A,merican citizens will be lost to these and other federal 
agencies for years to come. 

As one of your constituent, s'% I ask you and even plead with you to 
request that an investigation into the assassination be reopened before 
it is too late. 


Respectively yours. 



Fofm DJ-960 , OEPARTM OF JUSTICE 

(R«v. 6-22-66) . . 
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□ signature I 1 COMMENT □ PER C 

1 1 APPROVAL □ NECESSARY ACTION Q AS RE( 

□ SEE ME □ NOTE AND RETURN | |N0TE 

□ recommendation □ call me □you* 

1 .ANSWER OR ACKNOWL- 

1 1 EDGE ON OR BEFORE 

ONVERSATION 
i^uesTED 
AND FILE 
DIF OK MATION 

1 — 1 PREPARE reply FOR 

1 — Ithe signature of 

REMARKS 
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BUILDING & I^OOM 

EXT. 
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